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Born in Rome, Italy on December 20th, 1988. Marco began studying classical piano at the age of 
6, while later approaching the language of jazz during his stay in Spain from 2004 to 2007 with 
master pianists, Germán Kucich and Nicolás Ortíz. 
 
Immediately upon his return to Rome from his formation abroad, he continued his jazz studies 
under the tutelage of pianist and keyboardist, Feliciano Zacchia at the Sonus Factory school from 
2007 to 2014, while simultaneously attending the Licinio Refice Music Conservatory in 
Frosinone, graduating in October, 2013 from their jazz piano course, flanked by the esteemed 
Greg Burk and Eugenio Colombo as lecturers. 
 
In June, 2016 Marco became officially certified to teach Music Learning Theory after satisfying 
the necessary prerequisites in accordance to the program created by professor Edwin E. Gordon. 
Utilizing this qualification, he became an associate teacher at the Audiation Institute in Milan. 
 
Later he worked intensely in the field of music education for children between the ages of 0 to 6 
in nursery schools, kindergartens and music schools. In addition to teaching music to children 
through a series of lessons, he also produced and performed in numerous concert-lessons aimed 
at young audiences at various theaters, including the renowned Sala Umberto in Rome, to bring 
children closer to music based on the Gordon approach. 
 
In June 2022, he completed the demanding three-year course in Tuning and Piano Technologies 
held by maestro, Mauro Buccitti at the Santa Cecilia Music Conservatory in Rome. 



 
Marco also attended and participated in numerous jazz specialization seminars and conferences 
such as InJazz Fabriano, Jazz in Laurino, Labro InJazz and Siena Jazz Summer, through which 
he had the opportunity to meet and study with the likes of Franco D'Andrea, Danilo Rea, Barry 
Harris, John Taylor, Kenny Werner and others. 
 
Participated in:  

•The Strade del Cinema competition in Turin in June, 2009 

•The Padova Porsche Jazz Festival in 2012 – an album was recorded with the finalists of 
competition to commemorate the occasion, Marco was among them 

•The ANMIL (National Association of Injured and Disabled Workers ) Music Competition as 
part of the portion known as Note Scordate (Forgotten Notes) being one of the finalists in 
2012  

Additionally, Marco has taken part in various other events such as Flaminia Jazz, Montalcino 
Jazz & Wine, JazzIt Fest, Tolfa Jazz, the Villa La Mortella Festival,  
Festival of the House of Jazz in Rome and others.  
 
He has also participated in numerous music projects both concluded and ongoing including: 

•The Jazz Orchestra of the Frosinone Music Conservatory in tribute to Ornette Coleman in 
the Atina Jazz Festival in 2010 

•The InTrioverso training series 

•Concert lessons with AIGAM-associated teachers (Gordon Italian Association for Music 
Learning) from 2013 and currently 

•The Free-Hands Trio with Stefano Battaglia and Alessandro D'Anna 
 

Since 2012 Marco has been part of the New Talents Jazz Orchestra, being a young big-band 
orchestra directed by maestro, Mario Corvini. 
 
After a long and intense series of concert lessons and collaborations at the Casa del Jazz in Rome 
from 2012 to 2015, the group became the official orchestra of young jazz talents in 2016 at the 
Musica per Roma Foundation - Auditorium Parco della Musica. 
 
Already in 2015, Marco together with the New Talents Jazz Orchestra recorded an album 
entitled, Homage to Duke Ellington for JazzIt Records - a project that led to the orchestra playing 



in several prestigious locations such as the MACRO Museum of Contemporary Art in Rome, the 
Argentina Theater, Palazzo Venezia, the Villa Torlonia Theater, the Lido di Ostia, the city hall of 
Arpino and Villa La Mortella on the island of Ischia in the Gulf of Naples. Additionally, in 2016 
Marco was featured on the album, Extempora, which was produced directly by Parco della 
Musica Records. 
 
Afterward, in November, 2017 the New Talent Jazz Orchestra, in which Marco is the permanent 
pianist, performed Duke Ellington's Concerti Sacri (Sacred Concerts) with the collaboration of 
the jazz choir of the Santa Cecilia Music Conservatory (directed by Carla Marcotulli) during the 
Jazz is my Religion event as part of the Rome Jazz Festival. In addition, the NTJO won the SIAE 
(Italian Society of Authors and Editors) Sillumina competition call in March 2018, bringing the 
orchestra's Our Monk project to several prestigious locations along the entire Italian peninsula. 
 
Under the musical direction of maestro, Mario Corvini and the artistic direction of Maurizio 
Miotti, the New Talents Jazz Orchestra, in collaboration with the Roma 3 University, brought to 
fruition a series of concerts which complimented a listening guide linked to various notable 
soundtracks composed throughout the history of cinema. Various appointments included: 
Homage to Henry Mancini, la Commedia all'Italiana, Cinema Noir, Cartoons, Hollywood 
Cinema – all which have had and are continuing to have a strong, positive response from the 
public within the music scene of Rome, in general. 
 
Since 2014 Marco has been in consistent collaboration with singer, Piera D'Isanto in their 
project, The Sound Pills, being a duo which performs a vast repertoire of music from different 
cultures and eras with original arrangements and the utilization of music loop stations and 
electronics. Through the years the group has produced an ample collection of original material 
which they have been regularly recording and releasing through various record labels. The duo is 
very active in the Roman music scene, particularly with regard to exploring new and innovative 
ways of performing in unconventional spaces. Among the numerous prestigious events that The 
Sound Pills have participated in, some of note would be their cooperation in the recording project 
NaDop in September 2015, performing in Naples at the Casina Pompeiana and the church of 
Santaniello in Caponapoli also in Naples, the cultural-awareness cruise Amare Leggere (Love 
Reading), organized in March, 2018 by the publishing house, Agra and the magazine 
Leggere:Tutti (Read: Everyone), sponsored by Grimaldi Lines – a major European navigation 
and shipping company.  
 
An ongoing collaboration between the IUC (University Institution of Concerts) and The Sound 
Pills was established in April, 2018 bringing to light numerous concerts and music-education 
lessons in municipal libraries and in various schools in Rome. In 2019 the first album of original 
songs by the duo entitled, TiEsseO' was released, sponsored by the IUC. Starting in December 
2021, the The Sound Pills launched their ongoing project of presenting live lessons/concerts 
known as Le Biblio-Pillole Sonore (The Sound Biblio-Pills) in libraries throughout Rome. 
 
Marco also collaborates with the Argentinian guitarist Emmanuel Losio in the jazz duo, Two for 



the Road. The duo recorded and released the album, Sentieri (Pathways) in June, 2015. The 
album received largely excellent reviews, including one from the historic Italian trombonist of 
RAI (National Italian Radio-Television), Marcello Rosa and also from the acclaimed American 
pianist, Greg Burk. Sentieri also charted in the Hong Kong Top 200 Release Jazz Charts at 
number 86. 
 
He has also performed in numerous other concerts in many distinguished places on rather special 
and unique occasions, including the dinner of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg (2015), the 
Semaine Italienne (Italian Week) in Paris at Place d'Italie (2015), the Auditorium Parco della 
Musica in Rome (2016) and the Baldini Room of Rome (2016). 
 
Starting in 2015, Marco began a collaboration with Sicilian singer and composer, Laura Lala 
together with saxophonist Marcello Allulli for the project Trio Siciliano (Sicilian Trio), in which 
original music is composed along with lyrics being written and sung in the Sicilian dialect – all 
of which united together in a jazzy key. 
 
The Trio Siciliano performed at the Italian Cultural Institute in Sofia (2016) and in Kiev (2017). 
Marco and Marcello Allulli were also guests of the Suona Italiano (It Sounds Italian) review at 
the Italian Cultural Institute in Strasbourg (2011). 
 
Other activities carried out by Marco have also included numerous collaborations in theatrical 
shows and spoken-word readings, such as: 

•Lisbon Sunset jazz and poetry show at the Tatì Café in Lisbon (April, 2018) with the New 
York poet, Barry Wallenstein together with Massimo Cavalli on upright-bass, Ricardo 
Pinheiro on guitar, Jorge Monitz on drums and Luìs Barrigas on keyboards. 

•Euripides' Medea, directed by Giovanni Nardoni at the Golden Theater of Rome (2016). 

•Il Bar Sotto il Mare (The Bar Under the Sea), adapted from the book by Stefano Benny with 
the actor, Niccolò Scognamiglio in various theater venues. 

•Intorno al mondo in 72 giorni…. Il viaggio di Nellie Blay (Around the world in 72 days…. 
The Journey of Nellie Blay) as part of the X Ed. Festival of Travel Literature (presented by 
the Italian Geographical Society) at Villa Celimontana. Produced by Music Theater 
International. Directed by Paola Sarcina with music by Massimo Fedeli (2017). 

In April, 2018 Marco held a master class at the jazz department of the Universidade Lusìada 
(Lusita University) of Lisbon, presenting his own innovative method of music speed-reading for 
pianists. 
 
In June, 2017 and 2018 he was responsible for the artistic direction of the event Il pianista sul 
Tevere (The pianist on the Tiber River) organized by the Arte2O association and sponsored by 



Spazio Sorgente (Source Space) and YourMusic Rome. 
 
In October, 2021 he executed a complete performance of Erik Satie's Vexations at the Macro in 
Rome, in the Il pianeta come festival (The Planet as a Festival) event. 
 
Marco has also collaborated with artists Mario Corvini, Marcello Allulli, Stefano Di Battista, 
Javier Girotto, Daniele Tittarelli, Massimo Nunzi, Marcello Rosa, Enrico Pieranunzi, Ferdinando 
Faraò, Carla Marcotulli, Franco Bolignari, Jesse Davis, Fabrizio Bosso, Greta Panettieri, Ronney 
Cuber, Maurizio Giammarco, Natalino Marchetti and Susanna Boots. 
 
In addition to the piano, he also cultivates a passion for diplophonic overtone singing and attends 
master classes with Mauro Tiberi and Tran Quang Hai.  
 
Spoken Languages: Italian, Spanish, English 
 
Marco currently lives, studies, plays and teaches in Rome.  
 
 
 
 
 
Useful Links:  
 
 
New Talents Jazz Orchestra: 

http://www.ntjorchestra.it/wp/ 

https://www.youtube.com/user/NTJazzOrchestra 

https://www.facebook.com/NewTalentsJazzOrchestra/ 
 
 
 
Two for the Road Jazz Duo: 

https://open.spotify.com/album/4fotHo1fZZjcnaemR2FVE4 

https://www.facebook.com/twofortheroadjazzduo/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCR19dimgLyrfCk1gLcBCE7w 
 

http://www.ntjorchestra.it/wp/
https://www.youtube.com/user/NTJazzOrchestra
https://www.facebook.com/NewTalentsJazzOrchestra/
https://open.spotify.com/album/4fotHo1fZZjcnaemR2FVE4
https://www.facebook.com/twofortheroadjazzduo/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCR19dimgLyrfCk1gLcBCE7w


 
 
The Sound Pills Duo: 

https://www.facebook.com/thesoundpills/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCC_0L_yIOxt9huFlseTrn8g 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/rxs4r921zezh57l/The%20Sound%20Pills.pdf?dl=0 
 
 
 
Trio Siciliano: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/d3xttxedekp937i/Trio%20Siciliano.pdf?dl=0 
 
 
 
The Rockabelli: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYSu6W5RQzY 

https://www.facebook.com/therockabelli/?ref=br_tf 
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